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July 19, 1989 
Georgia Department of Transportation 
Attn: Mr. Percy Middlebrooks 
15 Kennedy Drive 
Forest Park, Ga. 30050 
Dear Percy: 
! ' ,.'· ,·· 
TELEPHONE 
{404 J 8942234 or 2204 
Enclosed is a progress report for Research Project No. 8904 
covering the period June 5, 1989 to June 30, 1989. If there are questions 
about the report, please feel free to contact me. 
Sincerely yours, 
Paul H. WrJht 
Project Director 
Copy to: Office of Contract Administration 
AN EQUAL EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY INSTITUTION 
RESEARCH PROJECT PROGRESS REPORT 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
STATE OF GEORGIA 
Report No. 1 
Report Period: 
Date : Ju 1 y 18 , 1 98 9 
from June 5 , 1 98 9 to June 3 0, 1 98 9 
Project No. 8904 
a.Tech No. E20-839 t 
Research AgencytsJ 
Project Title Safety Effects of the 65 MPH Limit and 
The Mandatory Seat Belt Law 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
School of Civil Engineering 
Starting Date Completion Date Total Months Time Expended: months, p~rcentage 
June 5, 1989 I October 5, 1989 4 
~--~--~------~--------------~------------r-~--~0~·~8~m~o~n~t~h~s~,~2~0~%~* ----·--------·--
Funding SourcestsJ Funds Authorized Funds Expenced 
GDOT Total Report Period Totai 
Georgia Office of 
Highway Safety $36 '721 
Project Objectives, Status, Progress 
Objectives 
None None 
1. To review and summarize the experience of other jurisdictions with mandatory seat 
belt laws. 
2. To measure the effects of the 65 mph speed limit law on fatal accidents, fatalities, 
fatal accident rates, and fatality rates. 
3. To measure the effects of the 65 mph speed limit law on accident severity as measured 
by police report injury codes. 
4. To measure the effects of the mandatory seat belt law on fatal accidents, fatalities, 
fatal accident rates and fatality rates. 
5. To measure the effects of the mandatory seat belt law on accident severity as measured 
by police report injury codes. 
6. To measure the effects of the 65 mph speed limit law on the numbers and rates of 
occurrence of accidents. 
Status 
*Actual notification of Task Order was received by Georgia Tech on June 28, 1989. Little 
work was accomplished during the reporting period. 
Progress This Report Period 
Task 1: Researchers met with Georgia Tech. Librarian and placed request for TRIS 1 iterature 
search. Researchers began review of research 1iterature on hand. 
Task 3: Researchers met twice with GDOT personnel to arrange for obtaining fatal accident 
data for 1987, 1988. 
Task 7: Researchers formulated strategy for accomplishing this task. Researchers met with 
personnel in Office of Planning, GDOT, to obtain vehicle miles of travel (VMT) data for 
various functional classes of highways and factors to estimate VMT on a monthly basis. 
Work Planned for Next Project Period 
The work on Tasks 1, 3, 5, and 7 should be completed dur1ng the next report.perlod. Task 
involves a literature survey of the effects of mandatory seat belt laws, wh1le the other 
tasks evaluate the safety effects of the 65 mph speed limit. 
add additional sheets as needed 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
A UNIT OF THE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF GEORGIA 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30332 
,.- _, r ?·~ 
c.:~o - z- 1 
SCHOOL OF 
CIVIL ENGINEEI=IING TELEX: 542507 GTRC OCA ATL 
TELEPHONE 
(4041 994· 2 2 3 4 
( ,, 
July 11, 1990 
Georgia Department of Transportation 
Attn: Mr. Rick Deaver 
15 Kennedy Drive 
Forest Park, GA 30050 
Dear Rick: 
Enclosed is a progress report for Research Project 
No. 8904 covering the period January 1, 1990 through June 
30, 1990. If there are questions about the report, please 
feel free to contact me. 
Enclosure 





AN EOUAL EOUC::ATION ANC EMPLOYMENT OPPOI=ITUNITY INSTITUTION 
RESEARCH PROJECT PROGRESS REPORT 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
STATE OF GEORGIA 
Report No. 3 
Report Period: 
from 1 /l /90 
Date: 7/11/90 
to 6/30/90 
reject No .. 8904 
ech Projects 
839 and E20-840 
Project Title Safety Effects of the 65 MPH Limit and the Mandatory 
Seat Belt Law 
esearch AgencylSJ 
rgia Institute of Technology 
ool of Civil Engineering 
tarting Date 
e 5, 1989 
Completion Date 
I Dec. 31 , 1 990 
Tota 1 Months 
19 months 
Time Expended: months, p~rcentage 
Jnding SourcestsJ 
T 




FY 89 $36,721 
FY 90 $43,370 
Excludes Extention req. 4/10/90 
~eject Objectives, Status, Progress 
ctives 
13 months 68% 
Funds Expended . 
Report Period Totai 
$18,556.53 I $56,918.14 
To review and summarize the experience of other jurisdictions with mandatory seat belt laws. 
To measure the effects of the 65 mph speed limit law on fatal accidents, fatalities, fatal 
accident rates, and fatality rates. 
To measure the effects of the 65 mph speed limit law on accident severity as measured by 
police report injury codes. 
To measure the effects of the mandatory seat belt law on fatal accidents, fatalities, fatal 
accident rates and fatality rates. 
To measure the effects of the mandatory seat belt law on accident severity as measured by 
police report injury codes. 
To measure the effects of the 65 mph speed limit law on the numbers and rates of occurrence 
of accidents. 
us 
he beginning of this report period, Tasks 1, 3, 5, and 7 which deal mainly with the effe-cts 
he 65 mph limit on safety had been virtually completed. The results of that work were 
rted in a preliminary report submitted December 31, 1989. 
ress This Report Period 
ress on the project during this report period is shown below by task: 
2: Fatal Study to Measure the Effects of Mandatory Seat Belt Law. This task is virtually 
lete. 
4.. Fatal Study to Measure Combined Effects of Speed Limit and Mandatory Seat Belt Law. 
6. Accident Severity Study to Measure Combined Effects of Speed Limit and Mandatory Seat 
Law. 
8. Accident Severity Study to Measure Effects of Mandatory Seat Belt Law. Data for these 
s have just become available. The analyses for these tasks will be completed by July 30, 
tinued on next page) 
;'f 
d additional sheets as needed 
RD 288 
RESEARCH PROJECT PROGRESS REPORT 
Project No. 8904 
Continued 
Task 9. Study to Measure Effects of Mandatory Seat Belt Law by Speed Limit Categories. 
No activity this report period. 
Tasks 10, 11, 12. Time Series Analyses. Some errors in 1987 data are being corrected. 
Once these corrections are made, these analyses can be completed. This work should be 
completed by August 14, 1990. · 
Task 13. Study of Effects of Weather. This task has been completed. 
Tasks 14, 15. No activity this report period. 
Work Planned for Next Report Period 
All remaining work on this project is to be completed during the next report period. 
This will include completing the analyses for tasks 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, writing 
the Interim Report (Task 14) and Final Report (Task 15). 
SCHOOL OF 
CIVIL ENGINEERING 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
A UNIT OF THE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF GEORGIA 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30332 
TELEX: 542507 GTRC OCA ATL 
January 16, 1991 
Georgia Department of Transportation 
Attn: Mr. Rick Deaver 
15 Kennedy Drive 




Here is the progress report for Research Project No. 8904 
covering the period July 1, 1990 to December 31, 1990. If there 
are questions about the report, please feel free to contact me. 
Sincerely yours, 
"Paul H. wr,tght 
Project Difector 
c: Office of Contract Administration 
RESEARCH PROJECT PROGRESS REPORT 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
STATE OF GEORGIA 





Project No. 8904 
Projects E20-839, 
0-AL...O t.. l??f'l-h1'J 
Project Title Safety Effects of the 65 PHP Limit and the Mandatory 
Seat Belt Law 
Research AgencytsJ 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
School of Civil Engineering 
Starting Date Completion Date Tota 1 Months 
June 5, 1989 I Dec. 31, 1990 19 months 
Funding Sourcestsl Funds Authorized 
Total 
GDOT E20-839 FY89 $36,721 
Georgia Office of E20-840 FY90 $43,370 
Highway Safety E20-612 Ext. $26,787 
'reject Objectives, Status, Progress 
Time Expended: months, p~rcentage 
19 months 100% -Funds Expen~ed 
Report Period Totai 
None $25,818.63 
$11,484.11 I $43,370. $26,228.70 $26,228.70 
Objectives j 
1. To review and summarize the experience of other jurisdictions with mandatory seat belt lawd 
2. To measure the effects of the 65 mph speed limit law on fatal accidents, fatalities, fatal 
accident rates, and fatality rates. 
3. To measure the effects of the 65 mph limit on on accident severity as measured by police 
report injury codes. 
4. To measure the effects of the mandatory seat belt law on fatal accidents, fatalities, fata 
accident rates and fatality rates. 
5. To measure the effects of the mandatory seat belt law on accident severity as measured 
by police report injury codes. 
6. To measure the effects of the 65 mph speed limit on the numbers and rates of occurrence 
of accidents. 
Status 
The draft final report was submitted to the sponsor on November 21, 1990. A no-cost time 
extension was requested to March 15, 1991 to allow time for revision. Work is currently 
underway to revise the final report. 
Progress This Report Period 
Work during this report period concentrated mainly on the evaluation of the effects of the 
mandatory seat b~lt law (Tasks 2,4,6,8), the completion of the time-series analyses 
(Tasks 10, 11), and writing the draft final report. 
During the review of the draft final report, errors in the vehicle-miles of travel (VMT) 
data were discovered which will necessitate repeating the analyses for those parts of 
the project in which VMT was used as a variable. Corrected data has been requested from 
the Office of Data Planning Services, and work is proceeding with these analyses. 
tdd additional sheets as needed 
